
 

Commission set up to produce ‘glorified quacks’: doctors’ body  

The Newspaper's Staff Reporter November 28, 2019  

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Medical Association, a representative body of doctors from 

across the country, has alleged that the Pakistan Medical Commission (PMC) was set up 

to produce “glorified quacks”. 

The association on Wednesday remanded the restoration of the Pakistan Medical and 

Dental Council (PMDC), threatening to advise doctors not to renew their licenses and 

move towards holding protests and strikes across Pakistan. 

PMA Secretary General Dr Qaisar Sajjad said during a press conference at the Pakistan 

Institute of Medical Sciences (Pims) that the government’s decision would not only 

increase quackery in Pakistan but was also causing difficulties for doctors overseas. 

“Overseas doctors have been facing allegations that their regulatory body [the PMDC] 

has been dissolved over corruption charges, because of which their degrees are not 

credible. Bangladeshi and Indian doctors are being considered instead of Pakistani 

doctors abroad,” he said. 

On Oct 19, President Dr Arif Alvi promulgated an ordinance that dissolved the Pakistan 

Medical and Dental Council (PMDC) and paved the way to establish the PMC. The next 

day, the Ministry of National Health Services (NHS) sealed the council building and 

terminated the services of its 220 employees. 

The new PMC has three components – the Medical and Dental Council, the National 

Medical and Dental Academic Board and the National Medical Authority, which will act 

as the commission’s secretariat. 

Dr Sajjad said the PMC is not a regulatory body and will not carry out inspections of 

medical colleges. 

“According to the new ordinance, universities will now do inspections and they will be 

responsible for teaching and training medical students. Universities cannot ensure the 

quality of education, as they run medical colleges and receive financial benefits,” he said. 
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He added that students will have to clear the National Licensing Exam (NLE) to begin 

practicing. 

“It shows that even the PMC has no confidence in medical colleges. The PMA suggests 

that the quality of education should be improved rather than putting a filter. The fee for 

the NLE is Rs130,000, and we fear that after failing to clear the NLE students will open 

their clinics and glorified quackery will begin, as the students will have MBBS degrees,” 

he said. 

Dr Sajjad added that the NLE will also create business for coaching centres, because of 

which students will receive admissions. 

“Coaching centres will start bribery to ensure their students clear the NLE,” he claimed. 

In response to questions, he said that the PMA will have no choice but to issue a call to 

doctors to not renew their licences if the government does not withdraw the PMC 

ordinance. 

“Although we are against strikes and we suggest young doctors not hold strikes, since 

this is the most important issue we can also go for a strike as a last resort,” Dr Sajjad said. 
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PMA asks govt to resolve doctors’ problems in 100 days  

Rahul Basharat November 28, 2019 

ISLAMABAD-Denouncing the dissolution of Pakistan Medical and Dental Council 

(PMDC), the Pakistan Medical Association (PMA) on Wednesday urged the government 

to resolve the doctors’ problems on priority basis. 

Secretary General PMA Dr. Qaiser Sajjad in a press briefing held at Pakistan Institute of 

Medical Sciences (PIMS) urged the government to withdraw the Pakistan Medical 

Commission (PMC) Ordinance 2019 and restore the PMDC. 

He said that PMA had urged Prime Minister Imran Khan to look into the matters of 

health sectors but there is no response so far in this regard.  

He said that after the dissolution of PMDC, the doctors abroad are facing numerous 

problems and the government should constitute a committee to resolve their problems in 

three months.  

He said that PMC is not internationally recognized and departments abroad are only 

aware of the PMDC and medical professionals of Pakistan origin in other countries are 

facing problems in their registration and other matters. 

He said that though the dissolved PMDC had a number of administrative problems but 

dissolving a regulatory body was not a solution. “Problems of PMDC should be resolved 

while restoring the body,” he remarked.  

He also criticized the newly introduced NLE test for medical professionals before they 

start general practice and declare it an exit test.  

He said that primary problem in the NLE exam is that a student enters into medical 

education with an entry test but he is not allowed to practice until he clears the exit test.  

He said that this shows that you do not have trust over the medical education system even 

through this new ordinance. The other problem with the decision will be a mushroom 
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growth of coaching centres in the country. In the name of preparing the students for exit 

exams they will charge hefty fees from already overburdened parents. 

Protesting on the dissolution of PMDC, Dr. Qaiser Sajjad said that PMC is brain child of 

few elements trying to reform the health sector while Vice President of PMC is 

facilitating in this matter. 

He also alleged that the PMC model has been adopted from India and PMA has 

reservations on it.  

He said that the PM wanted to eliminate the corrupt practices from the country but no one 

paid attention to the call given by PMA.  

He also warned that if the government failed in restoring the PMDC, the PMA will urge 

the medical professionals to stop their registration with the PMC. 

Mentioning flaws in the PMC ordinance, he said that after the dissolution of PMDC the 

membership of the registered doctors with PMDC is also at stake.  

So, majority of the doctors in the country and abroad think that they are unregistered 

doctors now. 

He said that recognition with international institutes like, International Association of 

Medical Regulatory Authorities (IAMRA), World Federation of Medical Education 

(WFME) and Directory of Organizations that recognize/Accredit Medical Schools 

(DORA) has almost finished. 

He also mentioned that the PMC ordinance gives lot of powers to the private sector 

medical education like, keeping the fee structures at their will, choosing the university of 

their choice for affiliation, enrolling number of students without any limit, no bar for a 

proper faculty, enrolling and accepting medical students from any foreign country after 2 

years of pre-clinical education and there will be no inspections of medical colleges from 

regulatory body. 
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